THE
LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
INTRODUCTION.
IT was in the Province of Gujarat (Gujarashtra, the country of the Gujars), the region situated round the Gulf of Carnbay, to the north of Bombay itself, that the East India Company first commenced to have territorial jurisdiction, and to derive a direct revenue from the land in the Bombay Presidency. The portion of the Province now under the direct Land Revenue administration of the Government of Bombay comprises the five collectorates, or Collectors' charges, of Ahmadabi'ul, Kheda, the Pancli Mahals, Bharuch, and Surat.*
In the reign of Akbar, who ascended the throne of Delhi in A.D. 1550, tins Province appears, according to the Aym-i-Akbari, to have been, divided into five sircars or governments, under the xulMt'h or viceroy ally of! Gujarat. The sircars were those of AhmadnMd, Bharuch, Champaner, Surat, and Godhra, which respectively contained twenty-eight, fourteen, nine, thirty-one, and twelve mahals or districts. A good many of the names of the mahals given in the Aym-i-Akbari can still be traced in the
* Bharuoh nml Kheda were, until tho adoption of tho revised system of spelling, oiHciully known as Broach and Kuiru,
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